
 

 

 

SPENCER NURSERY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 

Our  

Ethos, Visions and Values  

are focused on FOUR core values: 

 

 

Courage: We help our children to be brave as they meet new           

experiences and difficult situations. We empower our children to 

have the confidence to take risks. 

 

Achievement: We encourage all our children to believe in themselves 

and know they are capable of achieving amazing things. We celebrate 

all their successes and teach them to take pride in themselves. 

 

Respect: We believe all our children are special and should treat each 

other with care and courtesy. We encourage them to make the right 

choices and to have good manners. We teach them to not make fun 

of friends, and to be polite.  

 

Enthusiasm: We aim to build on our children’s thirst for learning by 

offering them an engaging, exciting curriculum led by their own inter-

ests and enjoyment.  



Ladybirds Class 
 

 

 

We would like to say a warm welcome to all of our new children and families in Ladybirds. We 

look forward to getting to know you all and enjoying your nursery journey through Spencer       

together. 

Let’s get physical! Ladybirds have been having lots of fun developing 

their gross motor physical skills. The children have enjoyed a range of 

activities such as exploring the outdoor area and participating in a range 

of music and movement sessions. Physical activities are important as 

they promote healthy growth and development. It helps to build a healthier body composition, 

stronger bones and muscles. Physical activities help in the development of better motor skills and in 

concentration and thinking skills. 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar—Ladybirds have really 

enjoyed listening to the story of The Very Hungry      

Caterpillar throughout this month. They have begun to 

gain an understanding the storyline and the ability to name a variety of 

mini beasts and fruits from the book. They have enjoyed accessing the ability to          

re-enact the story through different activities during the month such as coloured rice, and story 

sacks. Reading to children has huge benefits which include facilitating enriched language exposure, 

fostering the development of listening skills and vocabulary. 

Bubble, Bubble, Bubble! The children had a fantastic time last week 

making huge bubbles using hoops in the garden. They watched with 

amazement and each had the chance to stand inside a large bubble, 

and individually pop it. We spoke with the children about the size and 

colour of the bubbles and encouraged estimation.  

Making marks — As you are aware  
Ladybirds get the chance to explore 
with a range of messy and mark making 
materials. Each day there are several 
exciting activities for all the children to 
access at their own pace. Throughout 
this month the children have enjoyed lots of activities such as mash  

potato play, water play, shaving foam and much much more. There are many benefits of messy 
play, especially for babies’ toddlers and young children. Messy play is a  tactile experience that stim-
ulates children's senses and assists in the development of hand eye co-ordination and fine motor 
skills. ... Children are active learners and messy play makes it fun! 
Books of December:  Stick man   -   That’s not my Santa 
Songs of December:  Five little snowmen in my garden  -  The wheels on the bus 
Decembers monthly Focus:  Understanding of the world  - Understanding the World is one of the 
four specific areas of learning in the EYFS framework. It involves guiding children to make sense of 
their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out 
about people, places, technology, and the environment. 



I like to move it move it! - Bumblebees have really enjoyed participating 

in a range of music and movement session. We have focused on the     

ability to copy actions and moving to a rhythm and beat. We have been 

moving and dancing to a selection of different people such as jump start 

Jonny and tumble tots. Participating in music and movement activities in 

groups, helps children to develop and refine their social skills. It also enables them to Develop small 

motor skills, large motor skills and encourages them to express emotions. 

Physical—The children have also been pushing their physical abilities 
whilst using the larger climbing equipment outdoors. They have been 
supported physically and have been leaning about the importance of 
safety when climbing. Physical activities are important to do as they 
promote healthy growth and development. It helps build a healthier 

body composition, stronger bones and muscles. Physical activities help in the development of better 
motor skills and in concentration and thinking skills. 

Categorising colours — Throughout this month we have focused on 
colours recognition and colour categorisation. The children have   
accessed a range of activities that allows them to explore colours and 
have been encouraged to attempt to categorise in colours. We have 
also incorporated counting into daily activities. They have had a fantastic time playing 

with the coloured sorting items, small peg boards and playing dotty dinosaurs. Sorting and            
categorising objects helps children begin to notice how items are alike and different.  
ICT - Bumblebees children have all had the chance to have small group time us-

ing the IPads. They have accessed a range of different apps such as EduKitchen. 

This app focuses on categorising colours, counting and number fun. We will con-

tinue to use the IPads to further individual skills, abilities and knowledge.  

Fruit Salad making! The children have had a great time making 
fruit salad. We used bananas, apples, oranges and pears. The children had the chance 
to individually cut one piece of fruit of their choice.  We discussed what the fruit were 
called and the benefits of healthy food. The ability to use a knife is a practical life skill, 
it also helps develop fine motor skills, promotes independence and forms a positive 
experience with different foods. The children all enjoyed tasting their fruit salad at 
snack time. 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar/There was an old lady who swallowed a fly. This month the children 

have enjoyed exploring with a range of activities based on our books of the month. They have been 

re-enacting storyline using a range of different materials such as coloured rice and playdough. They 

have also liked participating in 

small group games.  

Ask your child: What fruits did 
the hungry caterpillar enjoy 
eating? 
What animals did the old lady 
eat? 

 

Bumblebees Class 
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Decembers monthly focus: Self-help skills 

In Bumblebees we are continuing to focus on the children’s self-help skills such as washing hands, 

tasking off shoes and putting on their coats.  

In bumblebees we teach the children a coat trick, which is an easy method for them to learn how to 

put on their coat independently and most of the children can do this already.  

We have found that when the children are able to put on their own coats it has given them          

confidence in their ability to try new things and build their self-esteem and pride in their  

independence. 

Please ask your child to you show you the coat or ask a member of Bumblebees staff.  

 

Books of the month:                                                    Colour and shape of the month: 

Stick man 

The Gingerbread man 

Songs of the month: 

Five little snowmen 

Jingle bells  

 

 

 

 



Maths Madness!  Fireflies have been busy working and focusing on 
their maths work. We have been working on counting, recognising 
and identifying numbers 1-10 and matching numbers to quantities 
(using objects to count individually).  We have also had worksheets 
where our teachers have been doing some 1:1 work to help with 
focusing attention and following instructions/directions. Our books of the week has  
also been number- focused to aid the children with repetitive counting of object. 

Remembrance Sunday 
Fireflies have been learning all about Remembrance 
Sunday. We all took part in a 2-minute silence on 11-
11-19 at 11am and learned that we do this to take a 
moment to think about how grateful we are that we had the 

brave service men, women and animals who have given their lives to protect and keep us safe. In 
addition to this, Fireflies have been speaking about times where we have had to be brave and how 
we felt at these times.  You can see some examples of these on our display in Fireflies’ corridor. 

Children In Need— The children had fun dressing up for CIN week! We’ve had; crazy hair, pyjamas, 
spotty clothes & Pudsey dress up. We decorated and coloured in our own Pudsey bears as well as 
learning about the CIN charity and how they help people. 

Book of the week 

Over the next term, we will be focusing on reading 1 book for the duration of a week and planning 
other activities in other areas of learning around that story. This enables us to help the children 
learn and become familiar with new words and vocabulary as well as being able to recall and  
predict events and character names in stories.  
The next 2 books we will be focusing on are:-  “10 Little Rubber Ducks” & “123 To The Zoo” 
Tricky words  

Tricky words are those words which cannot be sounded out easily. They are common words that 
have complex spellings in them! By introducing the tricky words slowly, possible one or two a 
month, your child is more likely to be able to read and spell each of the words correctly.   

Over the next month we are working on:- 

 “The, the” “To, to” “I, I” “No, no” “Go, go” “Into, into”  

We have displayed the words like this so that the children are able to recognise 
the shapes of the words as well as upper and lower case. 

Upcoming events & dates 

Christmas Open morning: When: Monday 9TH & Tuesday 10th December – 9-

11am / Where: Fireflies Room / Light refreshments will be available. 

Christmas Jumper Week— WC: 9th December. Suggested donation to “Save the Children” - £2 

Fireflies Class 



 

 

 

A huge thank you to all that took part in 

our fund raiser event for Children in need. 

The children really enjoyed dressing up 

and all looked fantastic!  
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Fireflies Class 

 

Fireflies Class Christmas Craft Open Mornings are being held on Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th 
December 2019. There will be lots of fun art and craft activities for you to enjoy with your 
child. We will also have refreshments available and will end with a Christmas sing-a-long. 
Christmas Jumper Week (yes week, we are not just doing it on Friday 13th December) will be the 
week commencing Monday 9th December 2019. We will be raising funds for Children in Need. 
This year Christmas Lunch will be held on Wednesday 11th December 2019, as usual due to the 
restrictions on space at Spencer, only children who attend on a Wednesday will be able to join us 
for lunch on that day.   
Could all parents please ensure that you check your child’s tray every evening, there could be   
important items in the trays, including your child’s work or letters or memos.  

 
Important Notes for parents: 
We would like to ask that since the weather is approaching lower and colder temperatures that 
your child is being brought to nursery in adequately weather-appropriate clothing.  
In fireflies we are lucky enough to have a free-flow garden system where some children do like to 
be outside for longer periods of time, therefore it is important that your child has appropriate 
outdoor clothing (Please ensure that their items are clearly labelled.) 
We ask that you provide lip balm to prevent them from chapping and drying. We are happy to 
apply this for them throughout the day! 

NEWS/EVENTS/REMINDERS 



 

Dates for your diary 

Term Dates 
 

AUTUMN TERM 
NO ATTENDANCE DURING Christmas Holidays – For Term Time Only Students  

 Friday 20th December 2019 to Friday 3rd January 2020. 

Wednesday 25th December 2019— School Closed/Bank Holiday  

Thursday 26th December 2019— School Closed/Bank Holiday  

Friday 27th  December 2019— School Closed 

Monday 30th  December 2019— School Closed 

Tuesday 31st December 2019— School Closed 

Wednesday 1st January 2020—School Closed/Bank Holiday 

SPRING TERM 

FRIDAY 14th FEBRUARY 2020—INSET DAY—Closed to all Students. 

FRIDAY 17th JULY 2020—INSET DAY—Closed to all Students. 


